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Foreword

Dear Reader,

With this compendium on Public Financial Management in the Cambodian sub-national
context, the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (German Society
for International Cooperation, G1Z) intends to provide the councilmen and -women of the
EU Project for Decentralisation and Administrative Reform’s (EU DAR) partner districts
and municipalities with a lasting foundation to tackle the current and future public-finance-
related challenges in their respective constituencies. Furthermore, it is meant to serve as
the cornerstone for the sharing of knowledge among the councilmen and -women and
their colleagues in non-partner districts.

The information collected in this publication stems from the produced output of three
workshops on Public Financial Management, which were held between September and
December 2018 in the cities of Battambang and Phnom Penh. In these workshops,
academic expertise on financial administration was coupled with the insights from the
day-to-day challenges, encountered on the district and municipal level. These three
workshops involved three stages of synergetic knowledge growth.

In the first stage, perspectives on the financial management needs were shared and
current knowledge assessed, in order to establish common grounds for learning and
collaboration. In the second stage, the understanding of legal frameworks and budget
cycles was deepened and the importance of the councillors’ role in the financial processes
stressed. In the final stage, the focus lied on enacting such role and putting know-how
into practice, as well as scaling up lessons from the trainings to other councillors.

Meant to accompany the councilmen and -women in their future steps, this compendium
contains the following information. A lexicon on public finance jargon, the legal framework
documents, which are necessary for councilmen and -women to navigate the Cambodian
sub-national public financial system, procedural documents from the Ministry of Finance,
which provide clear criteria and examples of the budgeting process, and finally, step-by-
step instructive material for the enactment of public financial management and budget
scrutiny.

Proud to present the results of this intensive collaboration, we wish you a good read.

EU Project for Decentralisation and Administrative Reform
Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
German International Cooperation
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Chapter 5

Sub-Decree #36 on
district/municipal funds
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Chapter 6

Sub-Decree #172 on the
district/municipal financial
management system
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Chapter 7

Royal decree on the law of SNA
financial regime and property
management
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Chapter 8

Prakas #324 on SNA procurement
committees and procurement units
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Chapter 9

Module on the fiscal
decentralisation and financial
management
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Chapter 10

Presentation on the sub-national
finance law
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Chapter 11

Introduction to local budget
scrutiny
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Chapter 13

Introduction to public accounting
and the chart of accounts
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Chapter 14
How to retrieve the evidence
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